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Passive Voice.pdf

	1. ACTIVE
AND
PASSIVE
VOICES
  


	2. There are two  ways to express an action of a
subject in relation to its object:
• Active voice
• Passive voice
In ″active voice″ subject acts upon object, while
in ″passive voice″ object is acted upon by
subject, It can also be said, when doer of work is
the subject of the sentence that is called active
voice, but when the affected person or thing is
the subject of the sentence that sentence is
called passive voice.
 


	3. The normal structure  of an active voice sentence
is:
Subject + Verb + Object
But in passive the normal structure of sentence
is reversed according to certain rules and
becomes like:
Object + Verb + Subject
 


	4. subject verb object
*Active:  (a) Mary helped the boy.
subject verb
*Passive: (b) The boy was helped by Mary.
*In the passive, the object of an active verb becomes the
subject of the passive verb: the boy in (a) becomes the subject
of the passive verb in (b).
*Notice that the subject of an active verb follows by in a
passive sentence. The noun that follows by is called the
“agent." In (b): Mary is the agent.
*Sentences (a) and (b) have the same meaning.
 


	5. *Passive: be +  past participle
(c) He is helped by her.
He was helped by her.
He will be helped by her.
*Form of the passive: be + past participle
*Active: (d) An accident happened.
Passive: (e) (none)
*Only transitive verbs (verbs that can be followed by an
object) are used in the passive. It is not possible to use
intransitive verbs (such as happen, sleep, come, seem, die) in
the passive.
 


	6. USING THE PASSIVE
▫  The active voice is mostly used in writing
because it gives a direct and more concise
meaning.
▫ Passive voice is used sometimes due to the
following reasons:
1- When intentionally hiding the subject of
sentence.
Ex: a student who failed in exam might say,
some chapters were not studied.
 


	7. 2- When passive  voice better explain thought of
sentence.
Ex: to say, cloth is sold in yards, is more
meaningful than to say, shopkeepers sell cloth in
yards.
3- When passive voice better emphasizes the
main though of the sentence.
Ex: A man who is being teased by another person
might say in anger ″ You will be beaten by me″
 


	8. 4- When subject  is not exactly known. (Usually
the passive is used without a by-phrase)
Ex: His watch was stolen.
 


	9. Fundamental Rules for  Changing from
Active Voice to Passive Voice.
● The places of subject and object are
interchanged i.e. the object shifts to the place
of subject and subject shifts to the place object
in passive voice.
Ex:
Active Voice Passive Voice
I write a letter. A letter is written by me.
 


	10. ● Sometimes subject  of sentence is not used in
passive voice, if without subject it can give enough
meaning in passive voice.
Ex: Cloth is sold in yards.
● Third form of verb (past participle) is always used
as main verb in sentences of passive voice for all
tenses. Base form of verb or present participle will
be never used in passive voice.
● The word ″ by″ is used before subject in sentences
in passive voice.
Ex:
Active Voice Passive Voice
He sings a song. A song is sung by him.
 


	11. ● The word  ″by″ is not always used before subject in
passive voice. Sometimes words ″with,to,etc″ may
also be used before subject in passive voice.
Ex:
● Auxiliary verbs are used passive voice according to
the tense of sentence.
Active Voice Passive Voice
The water fills the tub. The tub is filled with water.
He knows me. I am known to him.
 


	12. When starting passive  voice you need to know
some verbs:
1) Transitive verb
2) Intransitive verb
3) Transitive & Intransitive verb
 


	13. 1) Transitive verb:  Transitive verb is poor of object,
without object it doesn’t give clear and complete
meaning.
Ex:
He is eating——―—. (Incomplete)
He is eating an apple. (Complete)
2) Intransitive verb: Intransitive verb is not poor of object,
it gives clear and complete meaning without object.
Ex: The sun is shining.
3) Transitive & Intransitive verb: T & I verb is sometimes
poor of object and sometimes not poor of object,( It means
sometimes it gives clear and complete meaning without
object, and sometimes it does not give clear and complete
meaning without object.
 


	14. 1- Transitive verb:  Transitive verb changes from
active voice into passive voice because it has an
object.
Active voice Passive voice
He is eating an apple. An apple is being eaten by
him.
 


	15. 2- Transitive &  Intransitive verb: T &I verb
sometimes changes and sometimes it does not
change from active into passive. When it has an
object, it changes, when it does not have an
object, it does not change.
Active Voice Passive Voice
She is sweeping. No passive
She is sweeping the room. The room is being swept by
her.
 


	16. 3- Intransitive verb:  Intransitive verb does not
change from active voice into passive voice in
literary English because it does not have object.
Active Voice Passive Voice
He is dying. No passive
She is sleeping. No passive
He is running. No passive
 


	17. Note: Intransitive verb  can change from active
voice into passive voice in colloquial English.
Ex:
Active Voice Passive Voice
She is sleeping. The action of sleeping is
being done by her.
He is running. The action of running is
being done by him.
He is going. The action of going is being
done by him.
 


	18. PASSIVE VOICE FOR  THE PRESENT
INDEFINIT TENSE:
To change the present Indefinite Tense from
Active Voice into Passive Voice ″ Is , Am, Are″
Are used as helping verbs.
Difference between Active & Passive:
Active Passive
Form of verb= IV Form of verb= IIIV
Helping verb= Do , Does Helping verb= Is,Am,Are
 


	19. Ex:
Active Voice Passive  Voice
He teaches her. She is taught by him.
They don’t console him. He is not consoled by them.
Does she help me? Am I helped by her?
Doesn’t he ask her? Isn’t she asked by him?
 


	20. PASSIVE VOICE FOR  THE PRESENT
CONTINUOUS TENSE:
To change the present Continuous Tense from Active
voice in to Passive voice ″Is being, Am being, Are
being″ are used as helping verbs.
Difference between Active & Passive:
Active Passive
Form of verb= IV + Ing Form of verb= IIIV
Helping verb= is, are, am Helping verb= Is being, Am
being, Are being
 


	21. Ex:
Active Voice Passive  Voice
She is cooking the food. The food is being cooked by
her.
She is not writing a letter. A letter is not being written
by her.
Are they electing him? Is he being elected by
them?
Aren’t you growing
vegetables?
Aren’t vegetables being
grown by you?
 


	22. PASSIVE VOICE FOR  THE PRESENT PERFECT
TENSE:
To change the present Perfect Tense from Active
Voice into Passive ″Has been, Have been″ are
used as helping verbs.
Difference between Active & Passive:
Active Passive
form of verb= IIIV form of verb= IIIV
Helping verb= have , has Helping verb= has been ,
have been
 


	23. Ex:
Active Passive
He has  heard the news. The news has been heard
by him.
She has not written a story. A story has not been
written by her.
Has he recited the Holy
Quran?
Has the Holy Quran been
recited by him?
Haven’t we defeated them? Haven’t they been
defeated by us?
 


	24. PASSIVE VOICE FOR  THE PRESENT PERFECT
CONTINUOUS TENSE:
Note: The present perfect continuous tense doesn’t
change from active voice into passive voice.
* *The progressive forms of the present perfect, past perfect,
and future perfect are rarely used in the passive.
*( j) Was the boy helped by Mary?
*(k) Has the boy been helped by Mary?
*In the question form of passive verbs, an auxiliary
verb precedes the subject.
 


	25. *
Active Passive
(a) simple  present Mary helps the boy. The boy is helped by Mary.
(b) present
progressive
Mary is helping the boy. The boy is being helped by Mary.
(c) present
perfect*
Mary has helped the boy. The boy has been helped by Mary.
(d) simple past Mary helped the boy. The boy was helped by Mary.
(e) past
progressive
Mary was helping the boy. The boy was being helped by Mary.
(f) past perfect* Mary had helped the boy. The boy had been helped by Mary.
(9) simple future Mary will help the boy. The boy will be helped by Mary.
(h) be going to Mary is going to help the
boy.
The boy is going to be helped by
Mary.
(i) future perfect* Mary will have helped the
boy.
The boy will have been helped by
Mary.
 



	27. * Exercise: Change  from active to passive voice or vice versa.
* 2. Customers are served by waitresses and waiters.
* 3. The lesson is going to be explained by the teacher.
* 4. The farmer’s wagon was being pulled by two horses.
* 5. Yoko will be invited to the party byToshi.
* 6. That report is being prepared by Alex.
* 8. Several public buildings have been designed by Miriam.
* 9. I won’t be fooled by his tricks.
* 10. That note wasn’t written by me. Was it written by Jim?
* 11. Is that course taught by Prof. Shapiro? No, it isn’t taught by him.
* 12. Those papers haven’t been signed by Mrs. Andrews yet. Have they been signed by Mr.
Andrews yet?
* 13. Anwar gave the speech.
* 14. The teaching assistant is going to correct our assignments.
* 15. Did Thomas Edison invent the electric light bulb?
* 16. Most drivers don’t obey the speed limit on Highway 5.
* 17. Has the building manager informed you of the rent increase?
 


	28. *
*Passive form: modal*  + be + past participle
*(a) Tom will be invited to the picnic.
*(b) The window can’t be opened.
*(c) Children should be taught to respect their
elders.
*(d) May I be excused from class?
*(e) This book had better be returned to the library
before Friday.
*(f) This letter ought to be sent before June 1st.
*(g) Mary has to be told about our change
in plans.
*(h) Fred is supposed to be told about the meeting.
 


	29. *Past-passive form:
modal +  have been + pp.
(i) The letter should have been sent last week.
(j) This house must have been built over 200 years ago.
(k) Eric couldn’t have been offered the job.
(l) Jill ought to have been invited to the party.
 


	30. Thanks for
your
patience
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