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	1. CAPE®
SOCIOLOGYAS A SCIENCE
LESSON  2
Directed by
REMONE L. FOSTER
 


	2. RECAP OF LESSON  1
In our last lesson, Introduction to Sociology, we learnt that:
• Sociology is the systematic study of society
• Sociology was coined by Auguste Comte in the early 1800s, but it became mainstream due to
the work of three important men, being : Emile Durkheim, Max Weber and Karl Marx.
• The greatest impulse for the development of sociology were the French Revolution and the
Industrial Revolution.
• Sociology is a European concept and so it was the changes in European society in the 1700s
that led to the development of sociology as a discipline
• Sociology in the Caribbean developed due to the historical experiences of Caribbean people,
migration, the cumulative studies by Caribbean sociologists etc.
You can watch Lesson 1 on Youtube on the RLF Publications Channel.
 


	3. OBJECTIVES
At the end  of this lesson, you should be able to answer the following
questions:
• What is Science?
• What is Positivism and Interpretivism?
• What characteristics does sociology possess to be consider a science?
• What is the Scientific model from a sociological perspective?
• Identify an evidence of science being used in sociology?
• What arguments are against sociology being considered a science.
• Answer the following questions:
 


	4. QUESTIONS ALERT
• CAPE  2004/2005/2007
“Sociology cannot be a science because its subject matter is too varied, abstract and difficult to measure.”
Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Support your response by referring to the characteristics of the
discipline of Sociology as well as the nature of human social behavior.” [25 marks]
• CAPE 2011
Critics of sociology have challenged the view that sociology is a science. Discuss TWO of the MAIN criticisms
of sociology as a science. Support your response with reference to ONE named sociological study of society.
[25 marks]
 


	5. WHAT IS A  SCIENCE?
• Tischler (2002) defines a science as “a body of systematically
arranged knowledge that shows the operation of general laws.”
• Science provides objective evidence for its propositions using logical
and systematic means of collecting data.
• Whist it is not denied that sociology is a social science, a key question
is: Can sociology be studied in the same manner as the natural
sciences.
• This brings to the foregoing the concepts of Positivism and
Interpretivism.
 


	6. POSITIVISM
• Positivism is  the belief that society can be
studied in a scientific manner.
• Positivism was coined by Auguste Comte.
• Positivists argue that if society is not studied
in an objective and scientific way, then any
findings is invalid and inaccurate.
• Positivism highlights validity, objectivity
and generalizations.
• It is based on precise methods and can
support a research with statistical and
objective data
• However, positivism is criticized on the
basis that data can be inflexible especially
since humans are not homogenous beings
(we all think and feel differently).
Furthermore, It fails to consider aspects of
humanity such as personal beliefs,
opinions, motivations etc
 


	7. Interpretivism
• Interpretivism is  the belief that society should not and cannot be
studied scientifically.
• Interpretivists believe that sociologists should be able to
subjectively examine human actions because they are different
aspects of reality. They argue that if society is not studied in a
scientific manner, then any findings is invalid and inaccurate.
• Emphasizes free will, subjectivity, human actions, and human
interpretations
• The problem with Interpretivism is that data produced cannot
be objective and it cannot make generalizations.
 


	8. CHARACTERISTICS OF SOCIOLOGY  AS A
SCIENCE
Sociology has characteristics that allow it to be identified as a science.
It is empirical – It deals with measurable phenomena. Mustapha mentioned that
sociological knowledge is based on solid evidence that has been acquired by
objective procedures.
It is Theoretical – it seeks to uncover causal relations between phenomena – it does
not simply describe events. Data in sociological research is therefore used to
formulate theories.
It is cumulative – it builds up knowledge, moving towards greater understanding of
the world. Sociological researches tend to rely on other studies to develop, modify,
expand and redefine other theories.
It is objective – values, bias and personal attitudes have no place in science. It
concerns itself with the “objective” discovery of the truth.
 


	9. SCIENTIFIC MODEL IN  SOCIOLOGY
Observation – a problem is observed or needs to be explained
Hypothesis – a possible explanation is given
Experiment – the hypothesis is subjected to testing e.g. using
questionnaires, interviews, comparative studies etc
Theorising – a theory is formulated to either confirm or dismiss the
hypothesis
 


	10. EVIDENCE OF SCIENCE  IN SOCIOLOGY
•Durkheim Study of Suicide
Emile Durkheim was the first sociologists to employ
science in the study of suicide. He did a comparative
study of suicide statistics from various societies and
came to the conclusion that people committed suicide
due to societal factors.
 


	11. Critics of sociology  as a science
• The main aim of a theory is to predict. Given the nature of human beings, the subject
matter of sociology is unpredictable. Some social thinkers are of the view, however, that
many sciences cannot make precise predictions. Meteorologists, for example, cannot
always predict when a hurricane approaches. Hence, in a similar fashion, sociologists
cannot always make precise predictions.
• It is often difficult to establish valid ways of measuring human actions and interactions.
• It is difficult for sociologists to remain completely objective throughout their research.
• Karl Popper was skeptical about the scientific status of sociology because he argued that
it deals in theoretical concepts that are not open to empirical falsification. That it, theories
produced cannot entirely be proven false, because it can be applied to some aspects of
society.
• Interpretivists sociology is very skeptical about sociology’s claim to scientific status. It
argues that the logic and methods of the natural sciences are inappropriate for sociological
enquiry because the subject matter of sociology and the subject matter of the natural
sciences are very different.
 


	12. -
Check out Q&As  books in the following subjects: -
Biology
Caribbean Studies
Communication Studies
Economics
Entrepreneurship
Biology
Law
Literatures in English
Management of Business
Physical Education & Sport
Physics
Sociology
Tourism
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