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This document provides guidance on reviewing literature for a research project. It discusses that a literature review is important to understand what has already been done on the topic and the key issues. A comprehensive literature review allows the researcher to become an expert in their field and identify the current frontier of research. The literature review process involves identifying relevant sources, analyzing and synthesizing the information, and then writing the review. The review should focus the study, identify key variables, and link the findings to previous work.Leer menos
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	2. Reviewing the Literature
A  review of the literature is important because without it you will not
acquire an understanding of your topic, of what has already been done
on it, how it has been researched, and what the key issues are.
 


	3. Reviewing the Literature
In  your written project you will be expected to show that you
understand previous research on your topic. This amounts to showing
that you have understood the main theories in the subject area and
how they have been applied and developed, as well as the main
criticisms that have been made of work on the topic,
 


	4. Reviewing the Literature
•  A comprehensive, up-to-date literature review allows you to get to
the frontier in your area of research and, at the same time, become
an expert in your field.
• A review of the literature is a vital part of the research process.
 


	5. Reviewing the Literature
•  A literature review is a two-phase activity. In the first phase you
conduct the review by identifying appropriate resources, searching
for relevant materials, and analyzing, synthesizing, and organizing the
results; the second phase is the actual writing of the review
 


	6. Reviewing the Literature
It  helps you to do the following:
• Focus the purpose of your study more precisely
• Develop a conceptual or theoretical framework that might be used to guide
your research
• Identify key variables for study and suggest relationships among them if
you are completing a quantitative study; if you are conducting a qualitative
study, identify the concepts or topics you plan to study
• Provide a historical background for your study
• Uncover previous research similar to your own that can be meaningfully
extended
 


	7. Reviewing the Literature
•  Determine the relationship of your topic relative to current and past
studies
• Identify scholars and theorists in your area of study
• Form a basis for determining the significance of your study
• Uncover questionnaires or tests previously validated
• Link your findings to previous
 


	8. Reviewing the Literature
•  Remember that bigger is not better!
• Unfortunately, no magic formula exists to guide your selection; it is a
judgment call on your part.
 


	9. Reviewing the Literature
Steps  in Conducting a Literature Review
• Step 1: Identify key words or descriptors
• Step 2: Create a search query
• Step 3: Identify relevant literature sources
• Step 4: Search the literature and collect relevant materials
• Step 5: Critically read and analyze the literature
• Step 6: Synthesize the literature
• Step 7: Organize the literature
• Step 8: Write the literature review
 


	10. Reviewing the Literature
Synthesize  the literature:
• Identify relationships among studies (such as which ones were landmark
studies leading to subsequent studies)
• Compare (show commonalities) and contrast (show differences) the works,
ideas, theories, or concepts from various authors
• Comment on the major themes and patterns you discovered
• Show evidence of common results using data from multiple sources
• Discuss the pros and cons of the issues
• Explain a conflict among different sources
 


	11. Reviewing the Literature
Synthesize  the literature:
• Point out gaps in the literature, reflecting on why these exist based on
the understandings you gained in reading in your study area
• Note inconsistencies across studies over time
• Make generalizations across studies
• Discuss how and why ideas about your topic have changed over time
• Make connections between the sources cited
• Discuss literature that has a direct bearing on your area of study
 


	12. Reviewing the Literature
Organize  the framework:
• a. Chronological
• b. Thematic
• c. General to Specific
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