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	1. June 2022 English  Speaking Group/Learn English With DaL
Lesson 2: Friday, June 10, 9-11pm in KAZ time (US 8am PT)
Session 1: Intro & video discussion, 9-9:40pm KAZ time
Sesson 2: Review essay assignments due Wednesdays in June 6/15, 6/22, & 6/29
Session 1: Introductions & video
Watch: “Top 20 Hugh Prather Quotes”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6JVKG7_nW5U
We will start with group member introductions between returning and new students. Prepare by
watching a video that is less than 3 minutes long--kindly watch it twice. Read the messages in
the videos and slow the speed if you like. Pause the video as you consider how quotes relate
to your journey of learning U.S.-English) and please write your favorite quote on a note that
you bring to class. When we get to the Zoom classroom, we will do a fun exercise with this
quote as part of our introductions.
As time permits, we will start essay assignment introduction. We will resume in Session 2.
Session 2: Discussion about writing your weekly 250-word essays for Wednesdays:
Please write an original story or essay in English every week—just once weekly.
Format:
• 250 words is about one page set 1” margins on left and right paper edges. Use a 10-12 size
font. Double-spaced. MS Word and similar programs have word count features, but it is not
necessary to write precisely 250 words—a page will be
fi
ne.
• You are not expected to be a perfect writer or speaker, but do your best. This is not an
academic paper, it is simply an essay. If there is a Dostoyevsky, Hemingway, or engaging
orator in the group, great. More important: simply write about what interests you.
Topics to Write About: Your Choice!
• Write about whatever you wish. If you prefer not to be too personal about your private life,
choose a general topic.
• You may review English-language communication in any format. You may review and o
ff
er
your observations and/or opinions about something you read or watched in English, for
example:
• short informative Ted Talks or news story,
• videos of any kind,
• movies,
• literature or articles,
• art in any medium,
• music in any genre,
• science or technology news,
• TV programs,
• an observation you have about something you witnessed or experienced, etc.
• It’s easiest for to write about a something you know, but
fi
ction is welcome, too. There are
in
fi
nite possible topics (see below for some ideas).
 


	2. The presentation plan  every Wednesday:
1. Each student will read their essay aloud to the group. Take your time. The speaker
practices and improves their speaking English skills. Listening students practice their
abilities to comprehend spoken English with “active listening,” which means listening
closely. Speakers, please don’t worry if your English doesn’t sound perfect to you—we are
all naturally critical of our own speaking voices.
2. The presenting student will then ask other students 2 or 3 questions about their essay to
con
fi
rm students understood most or all of their English-spoken presentation. Please ask
questions that begin with “Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?” (“WWWWWH”), the
kinds of questions IELTSE interviewers ask in interviews. Listening students should respond
with more than a “yes” or “no” answer.
3. Listening students should feel free to ask questions about anything they did not clearly
understand—it’s natural for non-native English speakers to have some challenges listening
to anyone speak English whether a native-English or a speaker who is learning English.
4. It is acceptable and encouraged for anyone to ask me in English and/or classmates in
Kazakh or Russian for an explanation of something they did not understand. I trust you will
help each other understand because we have a supportive group where everyone learns by
helping each other.
5. Students who would like me to privately check grammar and edit their essay should send
me an email containing your essay saved as an MS Word, Apple Pages or .rtf text
document. (WhatsApp does not always post clear PDFs or document
fi
les.) My email is:
LearnEnglishWithDaL@yahoo.com . I will reply privately with encouragement to help you
progress.
Main point: the best essays make the reader feel something that connects them to the
storyteller. In business, teaching, and everyday human interactions, humans seek to form
connections with other humans by telling stories—isn’t this why you are working so hard to
learn English? Currently, leaders in every profession are encouraged to be good storytellers so
they can form connections. Workers, students, and customers prefer to do work for, study and,
do business with leaders they like. Readers might: agree, empathize, laugh at a funny story,
feel sad at a tender moment, or even disagree. When a storyteller/writer/communicator raises
such reactions in readers, it’s a winning moment.
A writer need not be su
ff
ering to observe, understand, and write about someone in pain. In our
last class we discussed the crisis of teens worldwide in mental anguish caused by social media
in
fl
uencers and celebrities who present only perfect lives, material wealth, perfect body
shapes, etc.
Another example: Those who watch documentary programs featuring anthropologist Dr. Jane
Goodall watched her care for abandoned or injured chimpanzees. When we saw her release
the animal back to its natural habitat, we knew it was for the animal’s best…but still we were
sad to see the animals go. It is a compelling story because it makes us feel and connect.
Write about whatever you wish, but here are some topics to get you thinking. If you prefer not
to be too personal about your private life, choose a general topic and o
ff
er your observations
and/or opinions.
 


	3. Sample Essay Topic  Ideas for Inspiration
Why is it important to learn U.S.-English? This article has 2020 world language statistics:
https://statisticsanddata.org/data/the-most-spoken-languages-2022/ Tell us your reasons or
why anyone in the world should learn it. What opportunities in profession and life exist for
those who speak English? What about those who don’t speak English? How might they be left
out of the evolving world if they don’t speak English?
Following societal trends in pop culture and social media: Are you comfortable making your
own choices without regard to what’s in or out of style? Why do some feel it is so important to
set their personal ideas aside to follow and “
fi
t in?” Perhaps it’s something you don’t worry
about? Write about it from your point of view.
Explain your fascination with a place you like to visit or an activity/hobby you indulge in during
free time. What is it that makes you like this place or activity? How does it make your life
better? How would your life change if you couldn’t pursue this interest for some reason?
What are the characteristics and attributes of a person worth knowing as a close friend?
Write about a “milestone moment,” which is an event in life you will likely always recall.
Examples may include: a grandparent or parent’s love for you, meeting your
fi
rst or best friend,
learning to ride a bicycle, your
fi
rst love, your children’s
fi
rst words or baby’s
fi
rst steps, etc. I
told a story about the time I did something bad in my youth and how I coped with the shame of
being caught. I told how it changed me for the better. And even though it was a serious
subject, I chose to include the humor in the situation and it was a funny story with an important
message.
Receiving and giving advice: write about a time when someone gave you good advice that
improved your life. Perhaps it was an elder, teacher, mentor, religious leader, friend, a writer, or
even a stranger met in a random encounter. Or write about how you felt when you advised
someone and they overcame a problem? Did it make you feel good or proud to know you
helped someone? Or, do you ever regret ignoring advice that you now wish you had accepted?
What was the result? Do you now consider this advice in your everyday life?
How do you feel when you see ignorant, rude, and/or sel
fi
sh celebrities in
fl
uencing people in
negative ways? What are the e
ff
ects on society?
Colleges are important social centers where students meet friends who can become friends
and colleagues who can help them advance in career and life. How can online students who
may never meet form such strong, supportive networks? This is a worry of mine as I am an
online graduate school student who made only one friend in a school year: Nazira Bairbek! She
brought me this opportunity and changed my life. I feel it’s rare; what are you thoughts as an
educator or student?
Daily quiet time: how do people bene
fi
t from spending time alone doing whatever they like to
do alone? Some meditate, nap, or day dream; others read, listen to podcasts, or take walks.
Being comfortable in solitary moments is said to be important, and yet many people stay so
busy with responsibilities that they cannot take such time. How can you bene
fi
t from solitary
time and what is lost by those who seem to work like robots without taking time to nourish their
souls, minds, and bodies?
 


	4. What are the  bene
fi
ts of being an observer who pays attention to conversations and actions of
other people around you? I like to eavesdrop to hear how other people speak. I save their
words to use as dialogue in short stories I write. How can being observant help us gain
understanding of people who might have di
ff
erent lives?
Describe a leader or celebrity you admire and explain why.
How does your personal faith (not necessary religion) guide you to being a better person? This
was covered in the KazUnite story we read and discussed in the last story.
Social media sel
fi
es and videos typically show people looking their best & living glamorous
lives. It’s in
fl
uencing our young people in ways that can be debated. What are your thoughts?
How important is it for a culture to value its traditions yet stay current in a modern world?
Recovering from rejection or failure—how did you do it?
Technology has made life better in so many ways and yet some feel we are too dependent
upon it. Surgeons use robotic surgical equipment they program and guide. Airplanes and cars
are
fl
own or driven by computers with pilots who watch programmed actions. What are your
thoughts? There are many thoughts about this.
Can you write about a time when you sat silently instead of responding as you wished. What
kept you from responding? If you could go back in time, how would you handle the situation
today? In the past I sat silently when I heard unkind remarks about some people. I regret it and
today usually interpret to let the speaker know that that I am o
ff
ended when they o
ff
end a
group.
Apologies: sometimes we must give and receive them. Any lessons or advice?
Your family and ancestors: what did you learn from them? How does your family history and
experience shape who you are as a person today?
Sometimes advertisements are more creative than programs. Share examples of
advertisements that have intrigued you.
Intellectual interests: what are yours and why do they appeal to you? How do they make you a
better person?
Music: what is your favorite genre? Artist? Song? Lyrics or melody? Tell us what or who you
like and why. It could be it connects with your heart or soul; it might make you think or
reconsider something di
ff
erent from what you thought before hearing this music.
Charitable giving and volunteerism: these are important values in the KAZ and the U.S. How is
sharing done in your country? What are your obligations as individuals to help those in need in
your community—not just your family? Why are we motivated to share and give? What are the
bene
fi
ts to the community and the giver?
Life pleasures: what makes you happy and why?
Animals and pets that fascinate you and why.
Write about a big change you made in life and how it changed you for the better or worse.
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